
LGBT Picks for the Edinburgh Festival 2017 

Trans things 

Eve £21.50 / £16.50 / £9.50 Eve tells the story of a child raised as a boy, when she knew all along 
that was wrong. That child grew up to be one of the 10 Outstanding Women in Scotland in 2017. 
What does that do to our understanding of what it is to be human in times of revolutionary change? 
With trans rights again under threat, legendary playwright, performer, father and grandmother Jo 
Clifford tells a story both gentle and passionate, intimate and political, to remind us that the journey 
towards our real selves is one we all need to make. Wherever it leads us… 
https://www.traverse.co.uk/whats-on/event-detail/1211/eve  

Adam £19.50 / £14.50 / £9.50 “If you are born in a country where being yourself can get you killed, 
exile is your only choice.  Adam is the remarkable, true story of a young trans man having to make 
that choice and begin his journey. From Egypt to Scotland, it charts Adam’s fight across borders and 
genders to find a place to call home.  In a world first, Adam features a 120-strong, international 
world choir of trans individuals from across the globe, which has been uniquely integrated into this 
remarkable multimedia production.  Adam is performed by Adam Kashmiry and Neshla Caplan. 
Adam is the real person on whom the story is based and this is his professional debut. 
https://www.traverse.co.uk/whats-on/event-detail/1210/adam  
 
God Hates me I’m Trans £11/£7 “According to Baptist ministers in America, transpeople are going to 
Hell – a fact that Nicci is fine with, since apparently the Devil wears Prada. If people are trying to hate 
you, you have two options: run away or laugh at them. Nicci has four-inch Jimmy Choo’s... she isn’t 
running!” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/meet-the-stevens  
 
Meet the Stevens (Free!) “One transgender comedienne, two characters. It's sassy versus classy in 
this outrageous debut show from a rising star of stand-up: transgender comedienne Miss Holly 
Stevens. In this show, golden child Holly discusses being transgender, neighbour rivalries and dining 
out while her sister Sophie G discusses reality TV, nights out and finding fame. They might be sisters 
and share a last name but, other than that, they couldn't be more different.”  
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/meet-the-stevens 
 

Pronoun £10/£8 “A love story about transition, testosterone, and James Dean. Josh and Isabella are 
childhood sweethearts. They were meant to spend their gap year together, they were meant to be 
together forever. But Isabella has now become a boy. Pronoun was commissioned as part of the 2014 
National Theatre Connections Festival and premiered across the UK. Especially written for young 
actors.” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/pronoun  
 

You’ve changed £12/£10 “When there’s no rule book, you just have to write your own… It’s 14 years 
since Kate O'Donnell transitioned and a lot has changed. However, where gender is concerned, are 
we still stuck in the dark ages? Through song, dance, hard-won wisdom and hilarity, You’ve Changed 
shines a light on the ins and outs and ups and downs of transitioning. Challenging the idea that 
genitals equal gender, Kate literally bares all, getting her own out on the proverbial table. She’s 
changed, that’s clear, but have you?” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/you-ve-changed  
 

Scorch £16/£14 “For those who don’t feel like they’re in the right life, online is a place to be yourself. 
Out in the real world though, things can be very different. A story of first love through the eyes of a 
gender-curious teen, Scorch examines how the human story often gets lost amidst the headlines. 
Scorch has played to critical acclaim across Ireland, the UK, Sweden, Germany and Adelaide, winning 
an Adelaide Fringe Theatre Critics Circle Award (2017), a Fringe First, the Holden Street Theatre 
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Award (2016) and Best New Play: Irish Times Irish Theatre Awards.” 
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/scorch  
 
Juno Dawson & C N Lester – Transitions (Book Festival) £12/£10 “What makes a woman a woman? 
Is it her biology? Is it a rite of passage? Is it society? As she transitions from male to female, Juno 
Dawson's The Gender Games explores feminism and femininity in culture, science and society. Co-
founder of the first national group for young LGBTI people in the UK, academic and activist C N 
Lester's Trans Like Me analyses the most pressing questions of the transgender debate”  
https://www.edbookfest.co.uk/the-festival/whats-on/juno-dawson-c-n-lester - 

 I’ve been informed by a friend that C N Lester is a non-binary author who has written some 

excellent books on trans themes. If nothing else, you might fancy checking out one of their 

books.  

Jessica Thummel & Tommy Wieringa – This is a Man’s World (Book Festival) £8/£6 Two novels that 

explore the meaning of 21st century identity, masculinity and sexuality. Tommy Wieringa’s A 

Beautiful Young Wife tells of a brilliant microbiologist who believes he’s found happiness when he 

marries a much younger woman. Jessica Thummel’s debut, The Cure for Lonely, a story of a 

transgender man trying to break free of the bonds of the past, won the Dundee International Book 

Prize. https://www.edbookfest.co.uk/the-festival/whats-on/jessica-thummel-tommy-wieringa  

Free LGBTQ things 

Big Fat Gay Stand-up at CC blooms “This is comedy about being gay and fat and totally fine as well. 
In his usual candid and heinous style, Martin is vicious and foul but desperate to be liked. His 
unfiltered internal monologue is liked by adults of all ages and persuasions, so long as up the butt 
stuff doesn’t offend you” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/big-fat-gay 
 
Bleach “soul-jolting new one-man show about sex, violence and city living. Laced with crippling 

honesty and dark wit, Bleach is sure to keep your pulse racing and your mind churning.” 

https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/bleach 

Afternoon T with Georgia Tasda “London’s breakthrough comedy drag act arrives in Edinburgh with 

a brand-new show! Join Georgia Tasda for a brew as she spills the T. Expect queer capers, gender-

bending, and of course, cocktails!” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/afternoon-t-with-georgia-

tasda  

Hilda and the Spectrum “Weird comedy soul mates* Elf and Ryan perform their debut show. Part 
clown show, part autobiography, it's an absurd, camp comedy about ping-pong, the DDR and Angela 
Lansbury. Expect improvisation, time travel, niche film references and lemons.” 
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/hilda-the-spectrum  
 
Kate Butch in Kate If You Wanna Go Butcher “Join the Comic Sans of Drag, Kate Butch, for an hour 
of comedy, songs and games. Catch 'a great comedian' (WhatsOnStage.com) in her debut solo show, 
fresh(ish) from appearing in the cult Edinburgh smash, The Room: The Musical, discussing 
pornography, marriage, and dot-to-dot puzzles. Winner of York's Lip-Sync Lollapalooza, and three-
time moral winner of York's Lip-Sync Lollapalooza, Kate Butch will tickle your comedic taste buds with 
filth, gore and cassette tapes (subject to availability).” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/kate-
butch-in-kate-if-you-wanna-go-butcher  
 
Mae Martin and Nick Coyle: Show Party “Mae Martin (BBC Radio 4's Mae Martin's Guide to 21st 
Century Sexuality, Russell Howard's Good News) and Australian comic Nick Coyle (Guided 
Meditation) improvise a variety show based on your suggestions. With stand-up, music, special 
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guests and general chaos, come and see some of the best of the festival freestyling without a net. 
There will be tears. One thing is guaranteed – it will be 100% different every night. 
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/mae-martin-and-nick-coyle-show-party  
 
Meet the Stevens – See Trans Things 
 
Polaris “What happens when you’re in London alone at Christmas for years on end? PBH Free 

Fringe's Polaris explores one woman’s search for community in the face of chaos through spoken 

word. At times wry, heart-wrenching and darkly funny, Hannah Raymond-Cox’s award-winning slam 

style addresses mental health, queer culture and the question of how to belong.” 

https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/polaris  

Prestonian “Prestonian is a solo stand-up show by Saskia Preston. It’ll last 40 Edinburgh minutes and 
feature jokes by and at the expense of someone who’s never actually been to Preston but is a 
Preston. 'Superb gag-writer... one to watch' (LondonIsFunny.com). ‘Strong writing’ (Steve Bennett, 
Chortle.co.uk). ‘Interesting, quirky act... alien weirdo with odd observations... very good’ (Steve 
Bennett, Chortle.co.uk). As heard on BBC Radio 4 Extra!” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-
on/polaris  
 
Rob Cawsey: Just Cruising Unhinged physical comedy from Rob Cawsey on dating, sex and trying to 
find love. Directed and co-written by Gabriel Bisset-Smith. Rob Cawsey’s debut solo show Simon 
Slack: The Fantasist premiered at edfringe last summer as part of Soho Theatre’s programme to full 
houses and critical acclaim. He is also one half of comedy duo Guilt and Shame who have had several 
sell-out runs at Soho Theatre and played festivals all over the UK https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-
on/rob-cawsey-just-cruising  
 
Sarah Keyworth: Why Not?  Rising comedy star Sarah Keyworth, a Funny Women finalist 2015 and 
tour support for Stewart Francis and Kerry Godliman, examines what it means to be a child raised 
believing you could be anything you wanted to be and then turning 24 and realising you are just the 
same as everyone else. In Why Not? this hilarious young comic explains why there might be more 
than one good reason why the world is not Generation Y’s for the taking! 'Charming' (Independent). 
'Excellently deadpan' (Huffington Post). 'The funniest of bones' (Shappi Khorsandi). 
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/sarah-keyworth-why-not-wip  
 

Teddy Bear’s Picnic Gav is a bear – not the grizzly type or the type you’d buy in a toyshop, but the 
overweight, hairy gay type. He’s had it with love, gay men and life in general. Join Gav as he meets 
others from the homosexual menagerie and goes to the Teddy Bears’ Picnic. New writing from 
Stories Alive that will make you laugh, groan and tug at your heart strings. 
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/teddy-bears-picnic  
 

LGBTQ things that aren’t free 

12  £7/£5 “Using drag to explore Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night…Ladies, gentlemen and everyone in-
between – welcome to 12! A reimagining of a classic ready for the 21st century, 12 is the perfect 
mixture of drag, dulcet tunes and a lot of daring fun https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/12 
 
5 Guys Chillin’ £13/£11 “5 Guys Chillin’ returns for a second year. With more gay men falling into 

addiction, an increase in incidents of chemsex related crime, this taut, sexy and unflinching verbatim 

drama has never been more urgent” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/5-guys-chillin 
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Aaron Twitchen: Curtain Twitchen £9.50/£7.50 “Aerial-circus-stand-up fusion show. Mixing 
relatable stories of friendship, love and wine with jaw-dropping stunts on the aerial silks into a 
gossipy cabaret explosion, Aaron Twitchen takes comedy to highs you've never seen before... literally. 
As featured on BBC Radio 4 and tour support for Luisa Omeilan. An innovative new approach: 
intimate circus, led by stand-up comedy to a power-pop soundtrack.” 
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/aaron-twitchen-curtain-twitchen 
 
Adriano Cappelletta: This Boy’s in Love £10/£8 “It’s time to paint the rainbow and unleash the 
world’s first one-man gay rom-com cabaret! Hilarious and heartfelt songs meet physical comedy and 
candid storytelling in one man's final shot at finding love. Nominated for Best Cabaret at Fringe 
World Perth 2016 and Adelaide Fringe 2017.” 
” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/adriano-cappelletta-this-boy-s-in-love 

Al Porter in Campus Maximus £14/13 “This outrageously talented 23-year-old Irishman shot to 
Fringe fame last year with an Edinburgh Comedy Award nomination and bookings on McIntyre's Big 
Show, Live at the Apollo and 8 Out of 10 Cats. He's back this year, full of cheekiness and sparkling 
showmanship with a brand-new feel-good hour of his trademark council estate camp” 
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/al-porter-in-campus-maximus  
 
Broken £10/£8 “Can you hear the silent scream in the song of the cabaret? This gripping new drama 
exposes the twists and turns of a family ripped apart by secrecy and prejudice.” 
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/broken  
 
Commons £8/£6 “One hotel room. One impossible scandal. Two men who don't know what they 
want. Through the story of Marcus and Sam, watch the machinations of both a complex political 
satire and an emotionally fraught love story.” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/commons  
 
Courtney Act: The Girl from Oz £13/£12 “Australian drag superstar Courtney Act (RuPaul's Drag 
Race, Australian Idol) takes you over the rainbow and down under in her new show. Chock full of hits 
and high notes, you will leave this show realising there's no place like home!” 
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/courtney-act-the-girl-from-oz-1  
 
F*cking Men £15/£14 “A slick dramatic comedy of sexual manners, in which 10 characters circle 
through a series of erotic encounters. This fearless and audacious celebration of sexuality fascinates 
audiences of every persuasion. Multiple smash-hit sell-out runs around the world. Suitable for adults 
only” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/f-cking-men 
 
From Today Everything Changes £8 “Before Chris’s wife died, after over 30 years of marriage, she 
made him promise to be himself. But accepting he’s gay is only the start. Online dating is a whole 
new world; can this younger man really be interested in him? And how does he come out to his 
daughter? This new play takes a refreshingly honest and tender look at a 60-year-old man coming 
out and finding love.” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/from-today-everything-changes 
 
Fruity and the Tweet £10/£9“A modern twist on a tale as old as time. Fin, a handsome young gay 
man with an affinity for activism, locks horns with the town's alt-right Mayor. Fin's entire world turns 
upside down when his secret relationship with Bastion, the Mayor's golden boy, is exposed by a 
tweet. He must confront homophobia, eradicate ignorance and separate fact from fake news. What 
happens when diversity is challenged and social norms are tested? Fruity and the Tweet explores the 
absurd and tragic consequences of intolerance – biting satire with a heart of rose gold.” 
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/fruity-and-the-tweet  
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Gary Lamont: Dropping the Soap!  £12/£11 “After eight years on BBC's River City, Gary's leaving his 
role as hairdresser Robbie behind. But is he destined to be an international showgirl following in the 
footsteps of Kylie? Or will he be flogging yoghurt Martine McCutcheon style? Join him for a down and 
dirty hour of soapy comedy and music. Total sell-out run 2016” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-
on/gary-lamont-dropping-the-soap 
 
Gypsy Queen £10/£9 “Can two men raised to fight ever learn to love? The story of "Gorgeous" 
George O'Connell, bare-knuckle fighter and traveller, who enters the world of professional boxing, 
putting him on a collision course with his roots, his identity and his greatest fear. In the opposite 
corner, gay boxer Dane "The Pain" Samson, the young pretender and son of a boxing legend, is 
fighting his own battles, which will lead to a tragedy that neither could predict. Gypsy Queen is an 
unconventional love story between two fighters who discover the greatest challenge lies outside the 
ring.” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/gypsy-queen  
 
Michele Durante £20/£15 “Michele Durante has been leaving them laughing in the aisles from coast 
to coast! She's cutting-edge, tackling subjects such as her own sexuality and her time as one of New 
York's finest.” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/michele-durante  
 
Mindy Raf: Keeping my Kidneys £12/£11 “Weed lube, throuple therapy and one life-altering text 
message. With an open mind, heart and vagina, Raf demolishes the romantic comedy and the roles 
we play in it. As she demystifies love, loss and sexuality, Raf engages her vulnerable, razor-sharp 
storytelling style to face the complexities of modern love and leave us asking 'could I ever do that?'. 
Mindy Raf is a published author and critically acclaimed comedian who was chosen as an 'LGBT Best 
Bet' (***** Time Out, New York) and lauded by Theasy.com as 'the kick-ass, real woman that you've 
been waiting for'.” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/mindy-raf-keeping-my-kidneys  
 
My Pet, My Love £10.50/£8.50 “A one-man show about fish, forgetting and the fear of dying single. 
A child discovers death for the first time; an elderly gay couple struggle with the onset of dementia 
and a man reveals his fears from the trivial to the profound. Directed by Lily Fish. Winner: Best Actor, 
United Solo Theatre Festival New York, 2016. ‘Gaetano has a natural command of the stage… he 
delivers sensitive and poignant moments of love, loss, memory and death’ **** (Time Out). 
‘Gaetano’s acting here is provocative and in parts stunning’ (PlanetArts.org). ‘Entertaining… thought-
provoking’ (Dominion Post, New Zealand)” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/my-pet-my-love  
 
The Naked Dietitian £5/£3 “Hard-hitting and hope-stirring home truths in a performance tour de 
force from 'the literary lovechild of Allen Ginsberg and Jeanette Winterson' (BroadwayBaby.com). 
The Naked Dietitian knows her onions and combines story and science to take you on a tour of your 
own emotional landscape. ‘A poet of real substance’ (ScotsGay.co.uk) 
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/naked-dietitian  
 

Not About Heroes £12.50/£11.50 “Stephen Macdonald's Fringe First-winning play about the unique 
friendship between celebrated WWI poets Wilfred Owen and Siegfried Sassoon. They met at 
Craiglockhart Hospital in 1917 and bonded over a mutual hatred of war and love of poetry. This 
production won a Best Actor accolade at the Wales Theatre Awards and is embarking on a world 
tour, commemorating the centenary of both the meeting depicted in the play and of the Armistice. 
'Recreates the Great War as tangibly as if the theatre had filled with the smoke and stench of the 
battlefield. Compelling and superbly performed' (BritishTheatreGuide.info)” 
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/not-about-heroes  
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Out £10/£9 “Out is about shape-shifting: to be black enough, straight enough, Jamaican enough... 
Challenging homophobia and transphobia within Caribbean communities, Out is a conversation 
between two bodies, reclaiming Dancehall and celebrating queerness amongst the bittersweet scent 
of oranges. A defiant act of self-expression that smashes through the silence, summoning voices and 
re-enacting movements in a chaotic mash-up of remembrance and reinvention. Out is kindly 
supported by The Marlborough Theatre, The Yard Theatre, IBT, Arts Council England, Curve Leicester, 
South East Dance and Greenwich University” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/out  
 
Priscilla Queen of the Desert £14 “The much loved colourful extravaganza of a show come to the 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe for the first time from the company behind 2016's sell-out American Idiot. 
Join Tick, Felicia and Bernadette on their travels across Australia in the world's most camp bus: 
Priscilla! Set to classic anthems such as Such as It's Raining Men, Hot Stuff, True Colours, Go West 
and I Will Survive this is a guaranteed party night out that packs an emotional punch. Not to be 
missed!” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/priscilla-queen-of-the-desert  
 
Rainbow Soapbox £9/£7 “Legendary cabaret artists and arch dissectors of gender norms, Dive Queer 
Party are celebrating 70 years of the Edinburgh festivals (and 50 years since the decriminalisation of 
homosexuality) by hopping on their Rainbow Soapbox for a series of live Party Political Broadcasts 
celebrating queer identity, spaces and history. Indulge your senses and help yourself to an extra large 
portion of the queerest pick’n’mix of the Festival with chief weirdo Miss Annabel Sings and special 
guest performers and speakers. Grab your rainbow rosette, fire up your flaming(o) pitchfork. It’s time 
to speak out.” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/rainbow-soapbox  
 
Robert White: InstruMENTAL £8/£7 “Malcolm Hardee Award-winning, gay, autistic comedian 
adopts a new stance. For the first time combining his musical composition talents with his well-honed 
comedy chops, Robert presents a fully orchestrated comedy opera of unbelievable, but true, 
misadventures and misfortune. An untold story: a Stephen Fry-type coming-of-age tale of a confused 
homosexual's abusive beard situation generates autistic freak-out enabling seriously daft criminal 
conviction. A bonkers yarn presented with a Mozart spirit and some wrong notes. ‘Pitch-perfect 
delivery... Just brilliant' **** (Chortle.co.uk). 'Robert White tries hard – and spectacularly succeeds' 
**** (ThreeWeeks). ‘Jaw-dropping riot’ **** (List). 'Brilliant' (Attitude). 
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/robert-white-instrumental  
 
Sarah, Sky and Seven Other Guys £11.50/£9.50 “Sarah and her Indian gay best friend, Sky, embark 
on a journey of sordid sexual encounters and hilariously painful events. Stifled by the sexual 
injustices that exist with being a woman and a queer person of colour, Sarah is paralysed by 
perfectionism and Sky is riddled with self-doubt. In a world of opportunity, the pair know what they 
want and how to get there – if only boys were as straightforward. As seven men pass through their 
lives, they learn that the things that once bound them together must inevitably drive them apart. 
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/sarah-sky-and-seven-other-guys  

The Soft Subject (A Love Story) £9/£8 Today's class is about love, heartbreak and The Little 
Mermaid. Not all lessons can be learnt in school. Chris Woodley's autobiographical solo show invites 
you back into the classroom to learn about loss, survival and Brazil nuts. With heart-on-sleeve 
comedy, Woodley explores the peaks and troughs of wanting it all in the modern world. This is 
Hyphen Theatre Company's Fringe debut, following a sold-out London run of its previous show Next 
Lesson. 'A masterpiece' ***** (Gay Times). 'Entertains and engages' (AYoungerTheatre.com). 
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/soft-subject-a-love-story  

Submission £11.50/£9.50 “Sameer, a young British Pakistani, struggles to reconcile his sexual desires 
with his Islamic roots and values. On his 23rd birthday, Sameer hosts an unprecedented after-party 
with friends. A series of unwelcome events unfold, triggering an unhinged response in Sameer. Not 
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only does he begin to question his faith, he also begins to acknowledge the cruel realities faced by 
queer people of colour. Torn between his allegiance to Mecca and his desire for temporal modernity, 
Sameer recites spoken word-cum-Quranic compositions, forcing us to contemplate the importance of 
integrating age-old philosophy with new-wave ideology.” https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-
on/submission  

Super Cally Fragile Lipstick £5/£4 “Forty something years into a lifetime of looking great but feeling 
fake, Cally Beaton is ready to come out about her double life in her hilarious brand-new stand-up 
show, Super Cally Fragile Lipstick. Accomplished and insecure, perky yet prone to crying, 
sophisticated and so not, a woman who wears lipstick and a testosterone patch, Cally is now ready to 
emerge from the birth canal of her very own personal Venn diagram to muse amusingly on how 
being super and fragile can be OK. And very, very funny (just in case you didn't get that bit).” 
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/super-cally-fragile-lipstick  
  
Thief £10 Direct from an award-winning visit to New York's Broadway, Liam Rudden's acclaimed 
hard-hitting play inspired by the life and works of Jean Genet returns. Dark and challenging, not for 
the easily offended. Disturbing. Spellbinding https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/thief  
 

Ross Raisin & Sarah Winman – The Conflict of Men’s Inner Lives (Book Festival) £12/£10 Two of the 
country's finest writers explore the fragile conflict of men's emotional identities and the struggles 
with sexuality. Sarah Winman's Tin Man sees two men coming to terms with the reality of their 
teenage friendship. In A Natural, Ross Raisin delves into the world of lower league football where a 
young player tries to reconcile who he is in the distorted hyper-reality of a football club. Chaired by 
Joe Haddow https://www.edbookfest.co.uk/the-festival/whats-on/ross-raisin-sarah-winman-9991  
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